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Submission to OPEN CALL. 
 

BIO  
ICH, Johannes Steininger b. 1977, Linz, Austria)  is a contemporary artist working across 
sculpture, installation, and sound-based spatial practice. His work investigates material 
transformation, post-industrial aesthetics, and the cultural memory embedded in everyday 
objects, with a particular focus on air, plastics, and found materials as sculptural agents. 

He studied Spatial and Design Strategies at the University of Art and Design Linz and 
Acoustic Communication & Sound Studies at the Berlin University of the Arts (UdK), 
specializing in auditory architecture. This interdisciplinary background informs a practice that 
merges material research, sculptural form, and acoustic thinking into spatially charged works. 

Steininger has exhibited internationally, including at the London Art Biennale, Air Gallery 
London, NOT A GALLERY Berlin, Galerie Dumas Linz, Galerie Stadt Traun, RedD Gallery 
Chania, and Archiv Massiv Leipzig. His works are part of the Art Collection of the State of 
Upper Austria. 

In 2025, he was an artist-in-residence at the Leipzig International Art Programme (LIA), 
where he developed new sculptural and installation-based works engaging with DIY culture, 
subcultural histories, and post-socialist material memory. He lives and works in Linz, Austria. 
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ARTIST STATEMENT  
My artistic practice explores processes of transformation—how materials shift between 
function and meaning, use and residue, control and instability. 2025- ongoing I work 
primarily with found objects, plastics, and air-supported or hybrid structures, treating them as 
carriers of cultural memory and latent energy. I work with materials that already carry history. 

Air, pressure, and surface tension are central to my work from the year 2012 -ongouing . 
Inflated forms, sealed objects, and layered materials function as physical metaphors for 
containment, vulnerability, and resistance. Rather than concealing traces of use, I preserve 
and emphasize seams, scars, and improvised constructions. This approach is informed by DIY 
culture and subcultural aesthetics, and by a conscious resistance to industrial perfection and 
smooth surfaces. 

My background in sound studies and auditory architecture strongly influences how I think 
about sculpture and space. Even silent objects operate as resonant bodies, suggesting 
vibration, rhythm, and acoustic presence. Space is not a neutral container but an active 
participant that shapes perception and meaning. 

Recent works, including the Quasi-Object Sculptures from Leipzig , transform discarded 
everyday objects into hybrid forms through wrapping, layering, and sealing. These works 
oscillate between familiarity and estrangement, questioning consumption, material value, and 
the afterlife of things. My work aims to make the invisible perceptible and to reveal how 
material, history, and space are inseparably intertwined. 

The collage VENUES. SERIES 1/3 – LEIPZIG is composed of urban posters collected around 
the City of Leipzig. Through drying, stitching, and compression, these fragments become a 
material archive of place and time. The work preserves erosion and overlap rather than 
restoring order, reflecting on collective authorship, informal cultural economies, and visibility 
within post-industrial space. 
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 Page order WORKS 

 
1. 883SRBBL18.07 (2022) 

Soft Sculptures · Air Sculptures · Inflatable Art 
70 × 55 × 9 cm (framed).  

Price: €3,200 

2. Q:O:S No. 2 (2025) 
Side mirror, papier-mâché, epoxy resin 
approx. 40 × 40 × 25 cm  

Price: €1,600 

3. VENUES. SERIES 1/3 WESTWERK 1/1 – POLKE#! 

2025 

Poster collage, paper, cotton thread, bas-relief 

approx. 140 × 100 cm 

Price: €4,500 

4. VENUES. SERIES 2/3 KIPPENBERGER#! + FRED THE FROG 
2025 

Poster collage, paper, cotton thread, bas-relief 

approx. 140 × 100 cm 

Price: €4,500 

5. VENUES. SERIES 3/3  SPINNEREI / RESIDENZ 1/1 – BEKETT#! 
2025 

Poster collage, paper, cotton thread, bas-relief 

approx. 140 × 100 cm 

Price: €4,500 

 
 



–   . ** Work No.: 883SRBBL18.07
2022
Category: Soft Sculptures · Air Sculptures · Inflatable Art 
Work No.: 883SRBBL18.07 

Approx. 70 × 55 × 9 cm (H × W × D) 



–   . **Q:O:S No. 1
2025
Found plastic object (DDR water tap), 
papier-mâché, epoxy resin, metal base 

Approx. 130 × 105 × 27 cm



–   . **VENUES. SERIES 1/3 
–   .   WESTWERK 1/1 – POLKE#!  

2025
Plakatcollage, paper, stitching, bas-relief technique
Approx. 140 × 100 cm



–   . **VENUES. SERIES 2/3 
–   .   KIPPENBERGER#! + FRED THE FROG   
2025
Plakatcollage, paper, stitching, bas-relief technique
Approx. 140 × 100 cm



–   . **VENUES. SERIES 3/3 
–   .  SPINNEREI / RESIDENZ 1/1 – BEKETT#! 
2025
Plakatcollage, paper, stitching, bas-relief technique
Approx. 140 × 100 cm


